
 
An Example  
Diagnostic Pathway for axSpA1-3

from Annals of Rheumatic Diseases 

Chronic low back pain before age 45 
(5% probability of axSpA)

*Dependent on which features are positive. If the probability of disease exceeds 90%, the diagnosis of axSpA is considered definite. If the probability is 80% to 90%, the diagnosis is considered probable.
1. Rudwaleit M, et al. Ann Rheum Dis. 2004;63(5):535-543. 2. Deodhar A. Rheumatologists make progress defining spectrum of axial spondyloarthritis. 
The Rheumatologist. https://www.the-rheumatologist.org/article/rheumatologists-make-progress-defining-spectrum-of-axial-spondyloarthritis/. 
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The axial spondyloarthritis clinical toolkit is an informational resource only and is not 
intended as medical advice. Healthcare providers should exercise professional judgment 
when treating patients. The information contained in this toolkit is intended for U.S. 
healthcare practitioners only. By using or distributing any contents of this toolkit, in  
whole or in part, you certify that you are a healthcare provider licensed in the U.S.
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